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May  27,  1929. 


Dr.  Louis  A  7/arren, 

Ft.  V/ayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir: 

You  will  remember  the  writer  spoke  to  you  yesterday 
at  Lincoln  City  after  your  address,  conserning  the  Shipleys. 

I  used  to  hear  my  grandmother  say  that  she  was  a 
cousin  (2nd  cousin,   I  think)  to  Nancy  Hanks  or  the  President 
but  think  it  was  second  cousin  to  Nancy  Hanks  but  donTt 
remember  just  how  the  relationship  was.    My  grandmother  was 
Jane  Caldwell  McCord  (married  Archibald  Simpson)  and  I  find  & 
her  grandfather  was  David  LIcCord  (b.  between  1754  &  1744;  d. 
1306  or  13i6)  whose  wife  was  Ann  Shipley  (  about  1740-1323). 
Their  eldest  son  was  born  Oct.  5,  1766. 

One  of  our  relatives  teils  oae  that  the  tradition  she 
has  is  to  the  effect  that  Ann  Shipley  had  a  sister  named  Mary 
Shipley  who  was  the  wife  ofi  Abraham  Lincoln  (grandfather  of  the 
^resident).     I  take  it,  however,  from  what  you  said  yesterday, 
that  the  Shipley  connection  must  come  in  through  Nancy  Hanks* 
mother  if  she  was  Lucy  Shipley. 

I  certainly  will  greatly  appreciate  it  if  you  can 
tell  me  just  what  relationship  existed  between  Ann  Shipley 
and  the  Shipley  ancestors  of  President  Lincoln. 

Is  there  any  truth  to  the  statement  of  some  historians 
that  Nancy  Hanks  was  probably  not  a  lawful  daughter? 

Again,  I  wish  to  tell  you  how  much  I  enjoyed  your 
address  yesterday.     If  you  will  be  in  Vincennes  on  June  first 
hope  you  will  let  me  know  as  I  would  like  to  talk  to  you  a 
few  minutes. 


Very  truly  yours, 


1 


Jane  6,  1929 


Hr.  H.  0.  Simpson 
Tincennes,  Indiana 

My  dear  Hr,  Simpson: 

X  returned  to  say  of  floe  yesterday  for  the 
first  tine  since  X  saw  you  In  Lincoln  City,  end  find  your 
letter  here  before  me. 

lour  letter  relative  to  inn  Shipley  was 
intensely  interesting  and  it  may  help  us  to  solve  one  of 
the  problems  of  genealogy  on  which  we  have  been  working  for 
a  long  time.      My  own  theory  is  to  the  ef feet  that  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  was  a  daughter  of  Lacy  Shipley  Banks  who  was 
widowed  while  Hanoy  was  a  very  young  child. 

Shore  is  a  tradition  to  the  effect  that  the 
pioneer  Abraham  Lincoln  also  married  a  Shipley  and  there  is 
a  possibility  that  this  is  tree.     X  shall  be  in  Torre  Haute 
the  week  of  June  8  end  shall  make  it  a  point  to  visit  you 
in  Tineennee  at  that  time. 


X  am  enclosing  a  brief  Questionnaire  which 
might  help  me  to  learn  something  further  about  the  relation* 
ship  between  Aon  Shipley  and  Lucy  Shipley, 

Bo  you  happen  to  know  of  any  old  family  bibles 
in  the  Shipley  family  or  any  source  of  information  now  avail- 
able that  would  give  us  the  history  of  the  early  Shlpleys? 

Bespectfully  yours, 


LAW:YL 


 Director, 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation. 


Queries 

(B)  Feb.  4,  1810,  at 
fVtciVvA,  Richmond,  Ky. 

1.  When  and  where  was  Jane  Caldwell^,  3'our  grandmother  born? 

2.  Who  were  her  parents  ?         John  IilcCord  and  Jane  C.  Eeid. 

Do  not  know,  but 

3.  Where  and  when  were  David  Mc  Cord  and   Ann  Shipley;  married?  probably  in  Mechlin- 

burg,  County,  IT.  G. 

4.  What  was  the  name  of  the  eldest  son  born    Oct. 5, 1766  ?  William. 

5.  What  ware  to  names  of  the  other  children  born  to  Ann  and  David  Mc  Cord. 

Seo  enclosure. 

6.  Do  you  know  any  other  early  members  of  the  Shipley  family  besides  Ann. 

ITo . 


Note;  I  am  firm&y  convinced  that  Nancy  Hanks  was  not  an  illigitimate  child 
and  I  hope  soon  to  have  sufficient  proof  of  this  to  refute  in  no  uncertain 
way  this  slander  which  has  been  sent  forth.    Any  help  with  reference  to  the 
Shipley  family  which  you  may  give  will  help  materially  in  solving  the  problem. 

The  families  of  Caldwell,  Berrjfc,  Mitchell,  and  Thompson  are ; of  special  interest 
in  this  studj. 


All  quotations  are  for  immediate  acceptance  subject  to  stock  being  sold  and  without  liability  to  us  should  injury  befall  the  stock  from  frost,  hall.  Are  or 
other  cauSes  beyond  our  control.  We  exercise  the  greatest  care  to  keep  our  varieties  pure  and  true  to  name,  and  hold  ourselves  In  readiness  at  all  times  to  re- 
place on  proper  proof  all  stock  that  may  prove  otherwise  or  refund  the  amount  paid,  but  it  is  mutually  agreed  between  the  purchaser  and  ourselves  that  we 
shall  not  at  any  time  be  liable  for  any  amount  greater  than  the  original  price, 


C.  A.  SIMPSON 


R.  H.  SIMPSON 


Simpson  Nursery  Company 


members  of 
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Juno  26,  1929. 


Dr.  Louis  A .  Warren, 
Pt.  Wayne,  Ind. 
Dear  Sir: 


/ 


Your  favor  of  Jane  6th.  was  duly  received  while  I  was 
in  Albany,  Ga.  helping  harvest  our  peach  crop  and  as  I  did  not 
have  my  records  with  me  I  delayed  answering  until  now. 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  a  cousin  of 
mine  by  another  cousin  which  will  answer  questions  4  and  5.  Tho 
writer  of  this  letter,  Mrs.  Oscar  McCord  of  Rockville,  Ind.  is  still 
living  and  it  would  pay  you  to  call  on  her  sometime  when  convenient 
as  she  is  very  much  interested  in  family  history  and  has  a  lot 
of  material  on  the  McCords  and  some  other  families.    Also  would 
advise  you  to'  see  Mrs.  Ella  Branch,  1525  Ashland  St.,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.  who  has  the  family  bible  of  John  McCord,  son  of  David  McCord 
and  Ann  Shipley.     She  is  an  aid  lady  and  can  probably  give  you 
some  information  about  our  relationship  to  the  Lincolns,  Hanks  Etc. 
I  have  written  her  but  she  never  answered  but  one  of  my  letters. 
I  know  of  no  Shipley  bibles  extant. 

I  am  very  much  interested  in  this  search  and  if  I  can  be 
of  any  help  to  you  please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  on  me.     I  will 
also  appreciate  it  if  you  will  notify  me  just  what  my  relationship 
to  Pres.  Lincoln  is,  should  you  finally  figure  it  out  dofinately. 

In  answer  to  question  |,will  sa£  that  the  maiden  name  of 
my  grandmother  was  Jane  Caldwell  McCord.     Her  parents  were  John 
McCord  and  Jane  C.  Reid.     Her  grandparents  were  David  McCord  & 
Ann  Shipley  and  /ilezffir  M.d  &  Mary^7:  %->***.  I  suspect 

C.  i  i name  of  Jane  C.  Reid  stands  for  Caldwell  and 
Alexander  Reid  was  Mary  Cald  ell  but  this  is  only  conjecture. 


I  suspect  the 
that . the  wife  of 


In  answer  to  querie  1,  will  say  that  I  have  a  letter  from 
my  first  cousin  who  says  my  grandmother,   Jane  Caldwell  McCord,  was 
born  in  Richmond,  Ky.     I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  she  was 
born  in  Kentucky  and  came  to  XxaxEimExxxxxxxxst w a fc  Lawrence  County 
Illinois  about  1819  and  to  Vincennes,  Ind.  about  1824.     '.The  records 
of  the  Indiana  Presbyterian  Church  (which  I  personall  examined 
a  few  weeks  ago)  show  that  John  McCord  and  his  wife  were  received 
into  that  church  May  29,  1825. 

Vory  truly  yours, 


-2"  Letter  of  July  23,  1917 

and  they  told  her  if  he  died,  they  would  kill  her.  They  sold  her  to  the  French  and 
her  brothers  found  her  two  years  after  and  brought  her  home. 


1 


William,  the  son,  who  was  on  his  wedding  trip  was  shot  in  the  right  arm  and  I  have 
been  told  he  had  to  have  his  arm  taken  off.     One  family  we  have  been  told  was  with  the 
party  making  this  trip  was  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  wife|  Mary  Shipley.    Mary  &  Ann 
Shipley  were  sisters,  making  the  McCord  children  &  Thomas  Lincoln  (father  of  the 
^resident)  1st  cousins,    .ie  .have  found  history  to  show  that  President  Lincoln's  grand- 
mother was  Mary  Shipley.    The  Lincoln  history's  don't  even  mention  that  they  ever. lived 
in  Carolina  but  the  Kentucky  McCords  have  handed  it  down  as  family  history  from  father 
to  son  that  the  Lincoln's  were  of  this  party  and  related  as  I  say.    After  they  all 
arrived  in  Madison  Co.  Kentucky,  David  bought  1000  acres  near  Boone's  Fort  and  lived 
there  as  an  influential  citizen  till  he  died  and  most  of  his  land  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  McCord  family. 

William  stayed  in  Kentucky. 
Sarah  &  Rosa  died  in  Kentucky. 

YHiile  John  &  David  (your  ancestor)  went  to  Vincennes  and  Robert,  James,  Ann 
and  Mary  came  to  Parke  Co.  (11.17.  of  Terre  iiaute) 


•e  have  some  of  all  the  branches  history  but  not  much  of  the  Vincennes  men.  Does 
your  mother  have  a  bible  with  any  history  in  it? 


■ 


David  McCord  married  Dorcas  Roseborough  in  1808.  She  was  born  Apr.  24 ( 
.  7,  1871.    They  had  twelve  children. 


l;  William  R.                fbj  May  2,  1809  Had  4  children 

2.  Robert                       (b)  About  1810  Had  12  " 

3.  John                          (b)  About  1810  Had  7  or  8  children 

4.  Rhoda      (M)  McClure  -  )  Moved  to  Napa,  Cal. 

5.  Margaret  (M)     "             )      "        "  " 

6.  Orpah  Ann  (M)  Sam'l  Thompson  Had  12  children 

7.  Serelda      (M)  Irwin  H0gue  Had  5  " 

8.  Tirzah        (M)  Garrett  Had  3      "  Had  lived  at  Delphi ,Ind. 

9.  Malinda      (M)  McCord  Had  1  child      "  in  Rockville,  Ind 

10.  Eliza              tvvw^w  Had  4  children 

11.  Jane  (if)  Collins    v  1  child  Lived  in  Vincennes 

12.  Martha        (MJ  Rob't.  Hod  gen  of  Had  jfcnxlS*' 

Vincennes 

"we  have  some  more  history  of  David's  family  but  it  is  to  scattering  to  put  in 


J 


shape, 


What  do  you  know  about  your  Harris  family?    I  have  been  helping  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Harris  on  some  family  history  and  he  is  after  every  one  he  hears  of.    I  have  some  way 
back  Harris  history  that  l  got  through  him.    The  Harris  family  is  tied  closely  in  some 
places  to  the  McCord  family.    David  &  Ann  Shipley  McCord' s  son  Robert  married  a  Harris 
and  I  have  some  other  history  showing  where  they  intermarried. 


I  think  I  had  better  stop  for  this  time.  ..e  hope  to  hear  from  you  again  and  any- 
thing I  have  in  the  way  of  history  that  you  would  like  to  have  I  would  be  glad  to  send 
you.    I  have  the  dates  of  Dorcas  Rosebrough's  father's  family  if  you  would  like  to 


I 


COPY 


Rookville,  Indiana, 
Deo.  3,  1925. 


My  Dear  Cousin: 

We  were  glad  to  hear  from  you  again.    I  don't  thiak  we  have  been 
able  to  find  any  new  things  about  the  Mo Cords,  but  we  are  still  on 
the  lookout.    There  was  an  article  in  the  paper  the  other  day  about 
Abraham  Lincoln's  grandmother  not  being  the  Mary  Shipley  that  we  found 
but  somebody  else.    If  they  are  right  it  spoils  our  story,  but  I  feel 
sure  there  is  a  mistake  in  their  theory,  as  we  have  the  family  tradition 
in  the  Kentucky  MoCord  family,  telling  of  the  relationship  of  the 
Linoolns  and  we  have  some  men  here  in  this  County  that  look  enough 
like  the  pictures  of  Lincoln  to  be  sure  that  they  must  be  related. 
So  we  won't  give  up  our  stand  until  we  have  better  proof  than  they 
could  give. 

I  don't  remember  just  how  much  of  the  history  I  sent  you  but 
I  will  try  and  show  you  how  the  relationship  Is  between  the  Vincennes 
Mc Cords  stands, 

David  MoCord  Born  (1746)    Died  Kentucky  1818 

Ann  Shipley  Died  about  1828 

Their  children  are  nine  in  number, 

|.#    William^  (b)  Oct. 5, 1766  (d)  June  29, 1824)Wil  Li  am  &  the  family  stayed 
Married  Jane  Moore  May  2,  1790  jin  Kentucky  until  late 

) years  when  they  have  scattered, 

2»    Sarah  -  we  know  nothing  about  except  she  died  in  Kentucky, 

3.  Robert  or  Robin  (b)  Aug. 3, 1770  (d)  Dec. 6, 1340)    They  came  to  Parke  Co. 

Married  Pamela  Harris  Dec,  31,  1795  )    and  settle  about  3  miles 

I  have  some  Harris  History  but  haven't  looked)  from  Rookville, Ind. 
to  see  if  Pamela  is  any  of  your  people  )  There  are  some  of  their 

)  people  here  yet. 

4.  John  (b)  Sept. 8,  1773  (d)  Jan. 8, 1346  )  They  went  to  Vincennes  in  1318, 

Married  Jane  Held  Mar.  25,1898.  )  I  think.    We  have  very  little 

)  of  his  history. 

5»    David  (h?  Jan. 24, 1781  (d)  Sept. 29, 1852    )  This  is  your  Great  Grandfather. 
Married  Dorcas  Rosebrough  June  23,  1808) 

6.    Ann  (b)  Nov. 18, 1782  (d)  ii.ug.2,1855         )  They  came  to  Parke  Co. 1825  and 
Married  Alexander  Elder  June  14,  1814  )  settled  on  a  farm  6  miles  from 

)  Rookville,  Ind,    Their  people 
)  still  live  around  in  this  part 
)  of  the  country. 

7»    Ja&es  (b)  Apr. 5, 1785  (d)  Deo. 28, 1373      )  This  is  Oscar's  grandfather.  He 
Married  Margaret  (Peggy) Summers  May    ))  came  to  Parke  County  in  1828 
10th  1809.  )  and  settled  by  Alexander  Elder. 

)  First  wife  of  Alexander  Elder. 

8*    Rosa  (b)  1788  (d)  about  1312  in  Kentucky 

Married  May  11,  1809.  )  Her  two  ohildren  came  to  Indiana. 

)  with  their  father.  


9.    Mary  or  Polly  (b)  1790  -  (d)  1836 
Never  married. 


Your  (Great  Grandf ather )  and  Oscar's  Grandf ather  were  brothers  you  see. 
David 

You  probably  know  of  your  Great  Grandfather's  family. 

had.  12  children,  9  girls  and  3  boys,  your  Grandfather  being  the 
oldest, 

William  Rosebrough  (b)  May  2,  1809  (d)  Jan.  26,  1881.    Your  Grandfather 
Eliza  Jane  Gibson  (wife) 

Mary  C.his  daughter  was  your  mother.    I  have  a  very  incomplete  list 
of  the  Vincennes  people. 

Oscar's  Grandfather,  James  is  the  7th  so.:  of  David  &.  An^ Shipley  McCord, 
had  10  children,    Oscar's  father  being  the  seventh  child.    He  was 

William  (b)  June  2,  1826  (d)  Apr.  11,  1912  )William  was  two  years  old 
He  married  Rachel  Cummings  Dec. 28, 1848         )when  his  father  James  came 

)to  Indiana, 

William  had  9  children  and  Oscar  is  the  fifth  child. 

Oscar  (b)  Aug.  26,1859.    You  see  that  Oscar's  father  and  your  Grand- 
father William  R,  were  first  cousins. 

The  McCords  intermarried  until  it  is  almost  impossible  to  study  out 
the  relationship.      We  find  McCords  that  have  to  be  classed  in  3  branches 
of  the  family.    I  would  be  glal  to  copy  all  I  have  for  you  if  you  would 
care  for  it.    You  might  have  to  visit  us  to  keep  from  loosing  your  mind. 
Oscar  has  known  so  many  of  the  people  and  :now  of  the  others  all  his 
life  that  we  could  untangle  the  puzzle. 

I  think  I  gold  you  that  my  husband  was  an  invalid  and  had  been  con- 
fined to  the  hoase  for  so  many  years.    He  is  not  sick  but  has  a  slight 
fracture  of  the  spine  making  him  entirely  helpless.    7/e  succeeded  in  find- 
ing a  sheel  chair  bed  so  we  can  take  him  out-doors  and  he  has  enjoyed 
it  very  much. 

He  Hadn't  been  out  of  the  house  for  19  years  until  last  fall  the  men 
took  him  out  in  an  ambulance  and  now  we  have  the  chair  so  he  can  go  when 
he  pleases. 

He  has  been  an  invalid  for  23  years.    We  have  no  children  our  two  dying 
in  infancy.    If  there  is  anything  else  you  would  like  to  know,  don't 
hesitate  to  ask  for  information  and  if  I  can  help  you,  I  will  be  glad  to 
help. 

With  best  wishes  for  you  all,  I  remain, 

Yours  cousin, 
(signed)    Minnie  McGord. 


July  1,  1929 


Mr*  B.  C  Simpson 
Simpson  Nursery  Company 
Tincennes,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  Simpson: 

X  was  glad  to  receive  your  latter  with  the 
information  therein  relative  to  the  KcCord  family. 

The  family  of  Ann  Shipley  is  of  special 
interest  to  me  and  I  think  that  it  is  through  this 
line  that  you  will  he  able  to  shoe  a  contact  with 
the  Lincoln  family.    At  your  suggestion.  2  am 
writing  to  Mrs.  McCord  at  Bockrille  and  also  Mrs. 
Branch  at  Indianapolis.     Possibly  from  them  I  may 
learn  something  further  about  the  origin  of  the 
Shipley s .    I  expect  I  shall  be  in  Yincennes  one  week 
from  Wednesday  and  If  so,  may  have  an  opportunty  to 
see  you  at  that  time. 

Hespect fully  yours, 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Kesearch  Foundation 


LAWsLH 


June  2k,  1935 


Mr.  itobert  Simps 011 

Vincenn.es,  Indiana  , 

dear  Mr.  Simpson: 

I  have  recently  discovered  among  my  old  papers 
two  pamphlets  which  I  think  you  would  like  very  much  to  have 
and  Z  am  forwarding  them  te  you  under  separate  cover .  X 
trust  you  will  write  to  your  brother  in  Florida  and  tell  him 
I  am  planning  to  go  into  Sorth  Carolina  this  summer  ami  I  .. 
trust  he  will  let  me  know  what  he  found  there  and  give  me 
such  instructions  as  I  should  have  before  I  start  on  the 
trip,  which  will  probably  be  along  the  last  of  July. 

1  intend  to  solve  the  problem  of  the 
Shipley  family  on  this  trip,  if  possible,  and  will  need  all 

the  assistance  possible. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAI  tAAH 


Director 

Lincoln  Hational  Life  Foundation 


') 


ROBERT  A.  SIMPSON,  Pres. 
DAVID  M.  SIMPSON,  VlCE-PRES. 


2SQ  Afcte;;  Apple? 
7S    Ac/*?  ?e  ache.  5 


HARRY    D.  SIMPSON,  SEC  Y-TREAS. 
ROBERT  C.  SI  MPSON,  Asst-Sec. 


SIMPSON     ORCHARD     COMPANY,  INC. 

»      Gi'QWar'^    of  « 

FANCY  APPLES  AND  PEACHES 


Vincennes,  Indiana 
July  3,  1925. 


Mr.  Lewis  A.  Warren, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  favor  of  June  £4th  received.    I  wish  to  thank 
you  very  much  for  sending  me  the  pamphlet  containing  the 
first  reports  of  the  first  session  of  the  Kentucky  State 
Pomological  Society  and  the  Horticultural  Society.  I 
am  very  glad  to  get  those  historical  publications  to 
place  in  my  files.     I  have  forwarded  your  letter  of  the 
24th  to  my  brother,  Ray  Simpson  at  Honticello,  Florida, 
and  have  asked  him  to  write  you  as  you  requested.  After 
you  have  made  your  trip  to  North  Carolina  I  imagine  you 
will  want  to  write  Ray  concerning  anything  new  about 
the  Shipley  family.     If  so,  please  send  me  copy  of  same. 

I  certainly  did  enjoy  the  two  hours  with  you  in  your 
museum  and  appreciated  very  much  your  time  and  courtesy. . 
While  there  you  gave  me  a  small  blue  pamphlet  about  Lincoln 
and  telling  all  about  the  Shipley  and  McCord  families  and 
their  connection.    Also  a  small  single  sheet  with  a  diagram 
showing  the  stream  or  flow  of  blood  relation  of  Lincoln. 
You  were  also  kind  enough  to  offer  to  send  me  a  few  prints 
of  the  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  Shipley  Family.     So  far  the 
prints  have  not  arrived  but  hope  to  receive  them  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 

If  I  am  not  asking  too  much,  I  would  likr  to  have  one 
or  two  more  of  the  blue  pamphlets  of  the  Lincoln  Family  and 
about  the  Shipley  and  McCord  family.    Also  five  or  the  single 
yellow  sheets  of  the  diagram  of  the  stream  of  the  ancestors 
of  Lincoln  from  both  father *s  and  mother's  side.  „ 

When  our  peaches  are  ripe. I  would  be  glad  to  send  you  a 
carton  of  our  very  large , beautiful  Hale  peaches,  .anytime 
you  should  be  in  Vincennes,  please  call  on  us. 


Yours  very  truly, 


^dy  «i~x  <e^  £rUL  -jt/tey*  i 


t/jjy^/.  ^^-fv^  ^fZ'*"^^ 


July  5,  1935 


Mr*  H.  A.  Simpson 

Simpson  Orchard  Company,  Inc. 

Vincennes,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  3iH£>sonj 

Thank  you  very  mach  for  forwarding  my  letter  on  to 
Mr.  Kay  Sampson  at  Monticello,  Florida.    I  am  sure  I  will  "be 
pleased  to  hear  from  him  relative  to  his  trip  into  North 
Carolina. 

I  regret  very  much  that  we  do  not  have  a  single  copy 
of  the  booklet,  "The  Shipley  Ancestry  of  Lincoln* s  Mother" 
available. 

My  own  personal  copy  and  the  one  here  in  the  library 
are  the  only  two  left  of  the  printing  of  the  story. 

You  might  be  able  to  secure  copies  of  the  Indiana 
Magazine  of  History  for  September  1933  which  contains  the 
article  and  from  which  the  little  blue  pamphlet  was  reprinted. 
If  you  care  to  write  to  the  Indiana  University  for  this,  it 
is  barely  possible  they  may  be  able  to  supply  the  item  as  it 
appeared  in  its  original  release. 

A  short  time'aso  I  had  ebeasion  to  send  Mr,  Cribson, 
our  representative  at  Vincennes,  some  Lincoln  data  and  also 
included  a  few  copies  of  the  Shipley  Coat  of  Arras  in  which  you 
are  interest.    I  expect  that  by  this  time  Mr. Gibson  may  have 
delivered  these  little  items  to  you.    If  you  care  for  more,  we 
will  be  pleased  to  have  some  made. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  some  extra  copies  of 
the  Lincoln  Lore  bulletin  for  which  you  inquired;  we  are  very 
happy  to  supply  them. 


Mr.  R.  A.  Simpson 


T?hen  I  return  f iron  Horth  Carolina  I  will  be  pleased  to 

advise  you  what  success  I  have  had  relative  to  gaining  further 
inforraation  about  the  forebears  of  Abraliara  Idncoln. 

Of  course,  your  reference  to  the  peaches  would  strike  a 
respont-ive    ^ord  in  a  family  where  there  are  five  children.  ??hile 
in  Santa  Ana,  California,  this  winter  I  forwarded  the  children  a 
crate  of  Mamaoth  orange*.    Later  on  at  Seattle,  Washington,  I  sent. 

a  box  of  enormous  apple*. 

The  carton  d?  peaches  you  have  suggested  ral^it  be  forwarded 

would  be  received,  I  «a  sure,  by  the  children  with  the  saiae 
entfeaslaon;  as  was  manifested  upon  the  arrival  of  the  other  two 

I  have  mentioned* 

You  may  certainly  *tf  calling  on  you  for  a  brief 

chat  the  next  time  I  mm  In  vtncennes. 

Tory  truly  yours, 


LAWiLH  I3lrector 

Enc. 


& 


Septeriber  28,  1  938 


Mr,  Bay  C,  Simpson 
G-lenraore  Apts. 
TJustls,  Florida 

My  dear  \'r.  Simpsont 

We  were  veiy  glad  indeed  to  hear  from 
you  and  we  Trill  see  to  It  that  the  add  re  an  for  your 
Lincoln  Jtiaeman  te  changed  no  you  will  not  fall  to 
receive  subsequent  Issues,    w».  are  s=>ndingunder  separate  cover 
copy  No,  1  ae  we  want  your  set  to  "be  complete. 

Several  minor  items  about  the  Shipley 
family  were  found  in  Bedford  County,  Virginia,  and 
you  vdll  observe  in  Lincoln  Kinsman  No.  2  quite  a 
few  statements  which  came  out  of  the  research  there. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWfBfl 


pt  raster 


1 1 


H.    A.    McCORD.  PRES1DEN1 
AND  SUPERINTENDENT 


R.    C.    SIMPSON.  Vice-President 

AND  CONSULTING  HORTICULTURIST 


C.   A.  SIMPSON 
Secretary -treasurer 


SIMPSON-McCORD  ORCHARD  COMPANY 

200-ACRE  PECAN  ORCHARD  1 00- ACRE  PEACH  ORCHARD 

Orchards    Located    at    Albany.  Ga. 
MONTICELLO.  FLORIDA 

July  10,  1935 


Mr.  Louis  A*  Warren,  Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  my  brother, 
Robert  A.  Simpson  of  Vincennes,  Indiana,  Igrpcb  enclosed 
letter  from  you*    I  do  not  quite  understand  just  what 
you  mean  by  asking  me  for  instructions  as  to  how  to 
proceed  in  North  Carolina  in  looking  up  the  Shipley 
history.    I  have  never  investigated  that  family  there, 
and  the  only  possible  thing  I  might  have  of  interest, 
to  you,  concerning  them  and  the  Lincoln* s  in  North 
Carolina  I  gave  you  on  the  enclosed  letter.    This  letter 
was  written  by  a  relative  of  mine  to  another  relative 
in  New  York  City. 

I  am  very  much  interested  in  your  work,  and  will  be  glad 
to  assist  you  in  any  way  I  can.    I  understand  you  have 
some  pamphlets  on/ Lincoln  Ancestory  and  I  would  like  very 
much  to  have  &tmftetf*o±  these .  if  possible.    Also  please 
send  me  your  publication  of  ''Linaoln  Lore"  and  let  me  have 
the  charges. 

The  next  time  I  am  in  Vincennes  I  am  going  to  try  to  run 
up  to  Fort  Wayne  and  look  over  your  collection^,  which  I 
understand  is  very  wonderful. 

If  I  can  be  of  service-  to  you  at  any  time. do  not  hesitate 
to  call  on  me. 


Very  truly  yours, 


i 


July  15,  1935 


Mr.  K.  C.  Simpson  , 
Sirapson-McCord  Orchard  Co. 
Monticello,  Florida 

Dear  Mr.  Simpson! 

I  fear  I  have  been  mistaken  about  your  visit  in 
"Morth  Carolina  but  I  understood  from  a  recent  interview  in 
Vincennes  that  you  did  visit  the  old  homestead  of  the 
MeCords  near  Gastonia,  Horth  Carolina,  and  that  you  were 
able  to  locate  some  of  the  old  burial  stones  there.  How 
it  appears  that  I  mast  have  confused  this  statement  with 
the  visit  which  you  made  to  Eichnond,  Kentucky. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  some  of  the  Lincoln 
Lore  bulletins  which  we  have  published  which  may  be  of 
interest  but  I  regret  to  say  that  all  of  our  Shipley  family 
pamphlets  are  gone.    We  have  two  copies  remaining,  one  in 
the  library  here  and  my  own  personal  copy. 

I  will  bp  very  glad  indeed  to  keep  you  advised  as 
to  what  I  discover     on  my  North  Carolina  trip  and  hope  we 
may  be  able  to  gather  sufficient  documents  to  establish 
without  question  the  maternal  ancestry  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Very  truly  yours. 


LAW:  LH 
Enc. 


Director 


Rookville,  Indiana. 
July  23,  1917. 

Mr.  Wm.  M.  Harris, 

.  Dear  Oousin:  (7  ' 

I  was  so  pleased  to  receive  your  letter.    I  am  glad  you  are 
interested  in  our  work. 

*/e  are  very  much  in  love  with  the  work  ourselves.    I  am  sorry 
to  say  we  haven't  been  able  as  yet  to  oolleot  enough  material  of  the 
kind.     <e  want  to  put  it  in  bo -5k  form  and  print  it.      We  have  quite 
a  lot  of  interesting  history  but  the  work  is  so  slow,  for  different 
reasons.    Some  people  don't  answer  letters  because  they  are  Just 
careless  and  are  not  interested.    Some  don't  know  anything  to  tell  us. 
We  haven't  succeeded  as  yet  in  getting  just  ^hat  we  want  of  the 
two  Vinoennes  branches  of  the  MoGord  family.    We  have  some  of  their 
history  but  not  oxuite  enough  to  satisfy  us.    I  will  give  you  a  little 
of  the  old  history  we  i.ave  as  you  may  like  to  have  it  even  if  we  haven't 
it  in   ;ood  form  yet. 


During  the  Revolution  we  find  one  David  MoGord  living  in  Weoklin- 
burg  County,  H.  C.      We  have  been  told  he  was  a  native  of  Scotland. 
lie  was  bom  sometime  between  1734  and  1744,    We  haven't  been  able  to 
find  the  exact  date.    The  date  on  tho  old  Tombstone  is  so  badly  marred 
v/e  couldn't  be  sure  of  the  date.    It  gives  his  death  as  1806  or  1816, 
age  72  years.    He  was  married  to  Ann  Shipley.    They  had  nine  children. 

1}    June  29,  1824 


1. 

William 

(b) 

Oc t .  5 , 

1766 

2  . 

Sarah 

rr 

©1 

Robert  (Robin) 

(bl 

Atttf*  3, 

1770 

4. 

John 

(b) 

Sept. 8, 

1773 

5. 

David 

(b) 

Jan. 24, 

1781 

6. 

Ann 

(b) 

Nov. 18, 

1782 

7, 

James 

(b) 

Apr.  5, 

1785 

0. 

Rosa 

b) 

about 

1788 

9. 

Mary  (Polly) 

(b) 

*  1790 

Or  91 

IS1 

(d) 

A) 
A) 
A) 


Deo.  6, 
Jan.  8, 

AUg.  2, 

Deo.  28, 
1812  or 
about 


1840 

1846 

18-b'X 

1855 

1873 

1813 

1836 


David's  family  were  all  born  in  North  Carolina  exoept  Mary  who  was 
(b)  in  Kentucky. 

David  was  a  minute  man  in  the  Revolution  and  on  the  morning  of 
Jany.24,  1781,  when  his  son  David  was  born,  he  was  in  a  battle  within 
hetxing  distance  of  his  home.    This  David  that  was  born  that  morning 

was  your  Great  Grandfather. 


In  1790  David  sold  his  44  acres  of  land  and  taking  his  family 
started  to  Kentucky.    His  son,  William,  and  his  daughter,  Sarah,  married 
and  taia  trip  was  their  wedding  trip.  fl  William  married  May  20,  1790. 

0_§oar'^  grandfather  (James)  was  5  yrs.  old  when  they  made  the  trip 
and  0s"oarneard  him  tell  of  the  time  they  hai  so  often  that  he  almost 
could  believe  he  hai  been  with  them  himself.    They  all  rode  horseback 
and  carried  their  goods  on  pack  horses  and  drove  the  stock.  Just 
after  they  passed  the  Cumberland  sap,  the  Indians  (6  in  number)  attacked 
the  old  people  and  children  after  the  young  men  with  the  stock  had 
passed.    One  woman  was  scalped  and  her  12  yr.  old  daughter  was  captured 
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by  the  Indians.    This  woman's  husband  ahot  tho  Indian  in  the  leg  as  he 
was  scalping  his  wife  and  when  he  was  hurt  his  friends  picked  him  up 
and  left*    The  Indians  gathered  up  the  scattered  pack  animals  and 
this  little  girl  as  they  left*      Slia  little  girl  who  way  a  cousin  of 
the  MoOord  children  was  Naomi  Mitchell.    The  Indians  made  her  take  care 
of  this  Indian  who  was  shot  and  they  told  her  if  tm  died,  they  would 
kill  her.    They  sold  her  to  the  French  and  her  brothers  found  her  two 
years  after  and  brought  her  home. 

William,  the  son,  who  was  on  his  wedding  trip  was  shot  in  the  right 
arm  and  I  have  been  gold  he  had  to  have  his  am  taken  off.    One  family 
we  have  been  told  was  with  the  party  making  this  trip  was  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  his  wife,  Mary  Shipley.    Mary  and  Ann  Shipley  were  sisters,  making 
the  MoCord  children  &  Thomas  Lincoln  (father  of  the  President)  1st  cousins. 
We  have  found  history  to  show  that  President  Lincoln's  grand-mother 
was  Mary  shipley.    The  llnooln  history's  don't  even  mention  that  they 
ever  lived  in  Carolina  but  the  Kentucky  MoCords  have  handed    t  down 
as  family  history  from  father  to  son  that  the  Lincoln's  wero  of  this 
party  and  related  as  I  say.    After  they  all  arrived  in  Kadison  Co.  Kentucky  , 
David  bought  1000  acres  near  Boone's  Fort  and  lived  there  as  an  influential 
citizen  till  he  died  and  most  of  his  land  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  McCord  family. 

William  stayed  in  Kentucky. 

Sarah  and  Rosa  Died  in  Kentucky. 

While  John  and  David  (your  ancestor)  went  to  Vlnoennes  and  Robert, 
Jameii,  Ann  ani  Mary  come  to  Parke  Co.  (N.  Y*  of  Terre  Saute) 

We  have  some  of  all  the  branches  history  but  not  muoh  of  the 
Vlnoennes  men.    Does  your  mother  have  a  bible  with  any  history  in  it? 

David  MoCord  married  Dorcas  Rosebrough  in  1808.    She  was  born  Apr. 
24,  1733,  Died  Apr.  7,  1371.    They  had  twftlve  children. 

1.  William  R.  (b)  May  2,  1809  Had  4  children 

2.  Robert  (b)  Oct. 26, 1310  Had  12 

3.  John  (b)  about  1810  Had  7  or  8  children 

4.  Rhoda  (M)  MoClure  )  Moved  to  Maps,  Cal. 

5.  Margaret  (M)    H      )      **      *       n  " 

6.  Or  pah  Ann  (M)  3mm '1  Thompson  Had  IS  Children 

7.  Serelda    (M)  Irwin  Hogue  Had    5  n 

8.  Tirzah      (M)  Garrett  — j-  — >  (Had    §  n 

9.  Malinda    (M)  McCord  Had  1  child&^v^  L  1    Had  lived  at  Delphi, Ind, 
10.  Eliza        ^  &vw^*^  c**tW*t^liad    4  children 

lit  Jane    (M)    Collins    1  Had  1  ohild  Lived  in  Vinoennes 

12.  Martha (M)  Rob't.  Hodgen  of         Had  {Herbert) 

Vlnoennes  1  'hild 

We  have  some  more  history  of  David's  family  but  it  is  too  scattering 
to  put  in  shape. 

iflhat  do  you  know  about  your  harris  family?      I  have  been  helping  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Harris  on  some  family  history  and  he  is  after  every 
one  he  hears  of.      I  have  some  way  back  Harris  history  that  I  got  through 
him#      The  Harris  family  is  tied  olosely  in  some  places  to  the  McCord  family. 
David  &  Ann  Shipley  MoCord's  son  Robert  married  a  Harris  and  I  have  some 
other  history  showing  where  they  intermarried. 
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I  think  I  had  better  stop  for  this  time.    We  hope  to  hear  from  you 
again  and  anything  I  have  in  the  way  of  history  that  you  would  like  to 
have  I  v?ould  be  glad  to  send  you.      I  have  tho  dates  of  Dor o as  Rosebrough,s 
father* s  family  if  you  would  like  to  have  them. 

Hopinc  to  hear  from  you  again,  I  remain, 

Your  cousin 

(Signed)  Minnie  MoCord. 


Versailles  Woodfort  Co.  Ky.  adjourns  Jessamine  Co*  Ky#  &  Fayette  Co.  & 
Madison  Go.  i£y.  Dannville,  Boyle  Co.  near  Madison  Co.  is  first  Co.  S. 
of  Lexington,  (Fayette  Co.)  Ky. 


'ley  Mu/j  y^M*^ 

TZjI  A^^ry^ 


July  1,  1929 


Mrs*  Oscar  McCord 
Eockville,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mrs.  McCord: 

X  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  JU 
C.  Simpson  in  which  he  advises  me  that  you  have 
some  old  family  records  that  might  he  of  interest 
to  me.    I  am  anxious  to  trace  the  parentage  of  Ann 
Shipley  who  married  David  McCord. 

If  you  could  give  me  any  information  about 
the  Shipley  family  I  would  appreciate  it  very  much. 

Bespectfully  yours. 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


LAS : LB 
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July  1,  1929 


Mrs.  Blla  Branch 
1335  Ashland  Street 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Dear  Mrs.  Branch: 

I  hare  just  received  a  letter  from  B.«  C. 
Simpson  in  which  he  advises  me  that  you  are  in 
possession  of  the  old  McCord  hihle. 

X  am  wondering  if  you  could  advise  me  as 
to  the  parentage  of  Ann  Shipley  who  married  David 

licCord. 

X  am  very  much  Interested  in  tracing  this 
family  line  and  would  appreciate  any  assistance 
which  you  might  he  able  to  give  me* 

Respectfully  yours, 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Besearch  Fouudat ion 


LAI.LH 


\ 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  DAVID  McCQRD  AND  ANN  SHIPLEY. 


6/Z?AT   Uwr  6A*«r  P*fte*T5  *¥ 

Geo/?**  tfve*  Simpson  ft]8~ 


C0MPILED  AND  EDITED  BY 
MRS.  WILLIAM  H.  DoBOLT 

GENEALOGICAL  RECORDS  COMMITTEE.  (1946-1947) 
FRANCIS  VIGO  CHAPTER   /  V-fM  C&Mit  *5  I^Df4^A- 
DAtJGHTERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REVoLgTIOM. 


In  1920  Mrs.  Oscar  McCord,  of  Eockville,  Indiana, 
gave  to  the  Francis  Vigo  Chapter,  Daughters  of  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  a  tabulation  she  had  compiled,  from 
fatally  Bibles, — births,  marriages,  deaths  of  McCord- 
Shipley  descendants. 

M.TS*  Sherman  Davenport  was  at  that  time  Chairman  of 
Genealogical  Records  CoauniLtee.    Mrs.  Davenport  died 
in  1942,  leaving  the  tabulation  in  the  safe  in  the 
Harrison  Mansion  with  request  that  it  be  included 
in  the  next  voluae  of  Bible  Records  couipile d  by  the 
Chapter. 

Tn  1945  Mrs.  William  fi.  Defcolt  began  supplementing, 
revising  and  bringing  to  date  the  aloresaid  tabulatio  \; 
adding  many  Knox  County  families. 

The  names  of  Mrs.  UcCord  and  Mrs.  BeBolt  are  under- 
lined, as  they  appear  in  the  following  pages.  (74 
and  50) 

"The  Shipley  Ancestry  of  Lincoln's  Mother"  by  Dr. 
Louts  A.  barren  is  a  most  fitting  preface  to  this 
work:,  as  it  traces  so  clearly  the  descent  of  Ann 
Shipley. 


McCORD 

Johannes  MeCord  and  wife  Isabella 

otland,  Ireland,  landed  in 
America  in  17o4. 

William  VcCord  and  wife  Mary 

David  McCord  and  wife  Ann  Shipiey 


SHIPLEY 

Adam  Shipley  and  wife  Lois 
— settled  in  U -dryland  1668 

Robert  Shipxey  Sr.  and 
wife  Ellasabeth 

Robert  Shipley  Jr.  and 
wife  Sarah 


Ann  Shipley  and 
husband  David  Mc^ord 


The  Shipley  Ancestry  of  Lincoln* s  Mother, 


By  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Reverence  for  the  burial  places  of  those  asking  significant 
contributions  to  our  national  life  has  placed  upon  Indiana 
the  responsibility  of  preserving  and  beautifying  the  grave 
of  the  mother  who  gave  Abraham  Lincoln  to  America. 

It  is  doubtful  if  there  is  to  be  found  in  all  the  country  a 
lone  woman's  grave  which  has  become  so  sacred  a  shrine  as  the 
grave  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln.    The  commonwealth  of  Indiana  is 
now  awakened  to  its  full  responsibility  as  the  custodian  of 
her  remains. 

Another  task  which  devolves  upon  the  state,  because  of  the 
early  residence  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  within  its  borders, 
is  the  preservation  in  the  state  archives  of  an  authoritative 
biographical  sketch  of  her  life.    The  data  which  should  be 
assembled  first  is  authentic  information  about  her  parents 
and  ancestors.    It  is  the  present  purpose  to  present  a  brief 
history  of  her  mother's  people,  the  Shipleys.    The  feature 
magazine  writers  and  biographical  debunkers  having  had  their 
say  about  the  mother  of  Nancy  Hanks,  possibly  those  who  are 
interested  may  be  willing  to  c  n aider  the  testimonies  of  soiae 
of  the  members  of  the  family  from  which  she  came. 

?fany  years  ago  Mrs.  Caroline  Hanks  Hitchcock  of  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  did  an  exhaustive  and  painstaking  piece  of 
work  in  which  she  attempted  to  discover  something  about  the 
parentage  of  Nancy  Han&s.    While  it  must  be  admitted  that  some 
data  was  supplied  to  her  that  was  erroneous,  she  did  not  de- 
serve the  chastising  and  bitter  denunciation  which  she  received 
at  the  hands  of  one  Lincoln  biographer  in  particular,  as  the 
main  thesis  of  her  work  can  now  be  substantiated.  1 

)f.ore  recently,  however,  certain  Hoosier  historians,  direct  1. 
related  to  the  mother  of  President  Lincoln,  iiave  compiled 
family  traditions,  supported  by  authorized  records,  vhich  con- 
tribute much  to  the  task  before  us.    Their  findings  are  sup- 
ported by  u,any  te3tlraonials  originating  from  independent 
sources  in  several  states.     It  was  an  Indianapolis  woman, 
;irs.  C.  R.  £.  Vaster,  who  was  responsible  for  the  first  and 
most  important  discovery  with  reference  to  the  history  of 
Nancy  Hanks.  * 

Through  Mrs.  Vawter's  insistence  and  encouragement  her  unci* 
Mitchell  Thompson  urged  the  county  clerk  of  Washington  Ounty, 
Kentucky,  to  search  for  the  marriage  records  of  Ihouas  Lincoln 
and  Nancy  Hanks.    The  finding  of  th-«  marriage  certificate  put 
a  stop  to  the  circulation  of  stories  to  the  effect  that  thw 
parents  of  Lincoln  wer    never  legally  married. 


1.     Caroline  Hanks  Hitchcock,  'fjancy  Hanks:    The  Story  of 

Abraham  Lincoln's  Mother.' 
£.     Grace  Varter  Bucknell,  'History  of  the  Tftwter  Family.' 

p.  -144. 
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Another  fact  of  importance  which  was  learned  from  the  mar; iage 
papers  was  the  evidence  that  Richard  Berry  was  the  guardian  of 
Rancy  Hanks  at  the  time  of  hor  marriage.    The  Signature  of  Berry 
supported  the  tradition  that  Mrs*  Vuwter  had  recorded  In  a  letter 
as  early  as  1874  when  she  ur^ed  that  the  mother  of  Nancy  Hanks 
and  the  wife  of  the  elder  Richard  Berry  v,ere  sisters.     On  Sep- 
tember 14,  1895  Mrs.  Vaster  wrote  to  Mrs.  Hitchcock:  "Nancy 
Hanks'  mothers  name  before  marriage  was  Shipley  and  she  «as  a 
Virginian.    There  were,  I  think,  six  sisters  in  the  Shipley 
family  but  I  only  remember  the  names  ^f  the  husbands  of  three: 
Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  Robert  Mitchell  (&y  great-grandfather)  and 
Mr.  Hanks  (Nancy's  father) *. 3 

No  one  can  dispute  the  fact  that  the  name  of  a  Richard  Berry 
appears  on  the  marriage  bond  and  that  he  signed  as  guardian  of 
Nancy  Hanks,    Kentucky  laws  regarding  the  appointment  of  guar- 
dians support  the  tradition  that  Berry  was  a  relative  of  Nancy 
Kanks.    The  Richard  Berry  who  married  Rachel  Shipley  was  dead 
by  1797  and  his  will  names  his  wife  ftachel  and  several  children, 
including  a  son  pi chard. 4    It  was  this  Richard  Berry,  Jr.  who 
was  the  guardian  of  Nsncy  Ranks  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

Richard  Berry,  Jr.  and  Polly  Ewing  were  married  in  Mercer  County, 
Kentucky  on  October  10,  1794. &  One  of  Richard's  children,  Robert 
Mitchell  Berry,  died  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri  in  1913,  at 


newspaper  obituary  notices     "His  father  (Richard  Berry  Jr.)  was 
a  ,aan  of  considerable  wealth,  and  while  S  resident  of  Kentucky, 
reared  Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  at  the 
wedding  signed  the  marriage  bond  of  her  husband."6 

Another  d-scendant  of  this  same  Richard  Berry  Jr.,  testifies 
that  n Richard  Berry  Sr.  married  a  Shipley  vtho  was  a  sister  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln's  mother.    They  took  little  #ancy  to  live 
with  thea  when  she  was  left  an  ornhan  but  later  she  went  to  live 
in  the  home  of  Blchard  Berry  Jr."7    There  is  an  abundance  of 
evidence  that  the  wife  of  Fichard  Berry  Sr.  was  Rachel  Shipley. 
One  grandchild  &as  named  Berry  Shipley  Redding.    Fdward  Shipleyfs 
name  appears  in  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  John  Berry,  old- 
est son  of  Richard  Berry  Sr.6 


Mrs.  Vawter's  letter  is  in  the  files  of  the  Lincoln  Lifs 
Foundation,  Ft.  Wayne. 

4.  Washington  Count?  Court  Will  Book,  p- 184 

5.  Washington  County  (&y.)  Court  Carriage  Register. 

6.  Clipping  from  &  xocal  newspaper  in  the  files  of  the  Lincoln 
Life  Foundation* 

7.  -iary  fc>.  Hayes  Noutrey  to  the  writer,  March  JB4,  1921. 

8.  I/ercer  County  (fCy.)  Will  3ook  II  p  17 Z. 


the  age  of  ninety-five  years. 
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Evidence  that  the  mother  of  Nancy  Banks  was  a  sister  of 
Rachel  Shipley,  who  married  richarc  Berry  Sr.,  comes  down 
through  several  branches  of  the  Berry  family  who  have  testi- 
fied to  the  authenticity  of  this  fact.    While  It  is  not  the 
purpose  of  this  paper  to  discuss  the  home  environment  of  ^ancy 
flanks  during  the  years  wnen  she  was  growing  to  maturity,  it  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  it  was  one  of  culture  and  refinement  and 
far  different  from  the  picture  so  often  drawn  of  her  early  years. 

S.;me  time  after  Rachel  Shipley  moved  to'  Kentucky  her  sister 
Naomi  Shipley  Mitchell  followed  her.    Maomi  was  the  wife  cf 
Robert  Mitchell.    She  was  massacred  by  the  Indiana  when  her 
family  was  attacked  while  enroute  to  Kentucky*    Her  daughter 
Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell,  named  for  her  mother's  people,  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Indians,  during  the  same  attack  and,  a  few  years 
later,  upon  having  been  returned  to  her  relatives,  became  the 
constant  associate  of  ftancy  Ranks,  her  first  cousin.    It  was 
for  this  Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell  that  Nancy  Hanks  most  likely 
named  her  first  child,  Sarah  Lincoln*    It  is  interesting  also 
that  Sarah  Mitchell  who  carried  John  Thompson  named  one  of  her 
daughters,  if&ncy.    A  nephew  of  Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell  was  named 
Tom  Shipley  Mitchell. 

Another  former  Indianapolis  woman,  Miss- &ate  -Thompson,  has  done 
more  original  research  work  on  the  Mitchell-Shipley  connections 
than  anyone  else  and  the  author  on  several  occasions  through 
interviews  and  correspondence  has  been  assisted  and  encouraged 
by  her  findings.    An  old  Mitchell  Bible  is  still  extant  which 
reveals  that  Naomi,  wife  of  Robert  Mitchell*  was  born  April — 
and  that  the  second  child  was  born  April — .    Sarah  S.  Mitchell, 
her  daughter,  was  born  Ln  N .  Carolina.® 

Another  one  of  the  Shipley  3lsters  that  we  have  been  able  to 
trace  is  Ann  who  married  David  ^c^ord.    The  following;  family 
tradition  comes  from  Rockvllle,  Indiana.     "My  husbands  grand- 
father, James  McCord,  was  a  son  or  David  and  Ann  Shipley  Mc^ord, 
and  was  five  years  eld  when  they  made  the  trip  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  Kentucky.  -  -  -  We  have  been  told  that  there  were  five 
Shipley  brothers  In  the  Revolution.'"^ 

Further  identification  of  this  Ann  Shipley  cones  from  a  resi- 
dent of  Vincennes,  Indiana,  who  says:     *My  grandmother  was  ane 
Caldwell  Mc^ord  and  I  find  her  grandfather  wt>s  David  McCord 
whose  wife  was  Ann  Shipley.    Their  eldest  son  was  born  October 
5,  1766* w*1 


9    Vital  Statistics  for  Washington  dunty  (Ky.)  State  Hist. 
Society  Archives. 

10.  Mrs.  Oscar  McCord  to  the  writer  July  1,  1929. 

11.  C.  Simpson  to  the  Writer  ^ay  £7,  1929. 
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The  search  for  the  fourth  Shipley  sister  leads  also  to  North 
Carolina.    Here  one  finds  that  Margaret  Shipley  married  Robert 
Sloan,    A  great-grand-daughter  of  Margaret  writes:  "Margaret 
■Shipley,  my  great  grandmother,  first  married  Robert  Sloan  who 
«, as  killed  or  died  In  the  Revolutionary  far****    In  another 
letter  the  same  person  records  that  "Abraham  Lincoln's  grand*, 
mother  was  a  Shipley  and  married  a  Hanks.     Her  daughter,  #aney 
Hanks,  went  to  relatives  in  Kentucky,  and  married  a  Lincoln, 
Abraham  Lincoln1 s  grandmother  and  my  great-grandmother,  Marga- 
ret Shipley,  were  sisters. *4S    It  does  not  seem  that  there  can 
be  any  doubt  about  the  relationship  of  four  Shipley  sisters  who 
*ere  the  daughters  of  Robert  and  Sarah  Shipley. 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  all  of  these  traditions  about  the  four 
Shipley  Sisters  there  is  always  the  same  story  about  a  fifth 
sister,  Lucy,  who  married  a  flanks  said  to  be  James  Hanks,  It 
will  also  be  observed  that  she  was  a  widow  before  reaching  Ken- 
tucky and  had  a  daughter,  ^ancy,  who  married  a  Lincoln.  Evi- 
dence from  many  sources  now  seems  to  confer*  the  fact  that  Lucy 
Shipley,  daughter  Of  Robert  Shipley,  who  became  the  wife  of 
James  Hanks,  was  the  mother  of  Nancy  Hanks.    Lucy  Shipley's  sis- 
ter, Naomi,  was  born  April  26,  1784:  her  sister  Ann's  first 
child  was  born  in  17B6;  her  sister  Rachel's  third  child  was  mar- 
ried in  1781.    Lucy  was  probably  une  of  the  youngest  children, 
as  her  daughter  Nancy  was  bom.  not  much  earlier  t  an  1785. 

The  Beech  Fork  community  in  Washington  Count y,  Kentucky  where 
Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  uncle  of  Nancy  #anks,  first  settled,  was  also 
the  home  community  of  the  Widow  Lincoln  and  her  five  orphan 
children;  Thomas  Lincoln,  the  youngest  son  becoming  the  play- 
mate of  Nancy  Ranks  who  Lived  with  the  Berrys  but  a  short  dis- 
tance away,    jn  this  community  there  also  lived  the  Mitchells, 
flrumfields  and  other  relatives,  and  in  the  adjacent  community 
on  Doctor's  Fork,  live  i  Edward  and  George  Shipley,  the  Hankses, 
Sparrows,  and  other  relatives.     Richard  Berry  Sr.,  also  owned  a 
farm  on  Doctor's  rork  where  his  oldest  son,  John,  lived. 

?Then  Lucy  Shipley  Hanks  reached  Kentucky,  3he  married  as  her 
second  husband,  Henry  Sparrow,  and  at  this  ti  e  made  affidavit 
tnat  she  was   .bove  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  her  brother- in- 
-Law,  Robert  xntcheli,  testified  to  this  fact. 

It  was  some  time  after  this  second  marriage  that  her  daughter, 
Nancy,  went  to  live  with  her  Uncle  and  Aunt,  Richard  and  Rachel 
Berry. A*    The  Jercer  County,  Kentucky  census  for  the  year  1810 
reveals  tnat  Lucy  was  over  45  years  of  age  at  that  time.  Ills 
would  pi.  ce  her  birth  as  early  ds  1765.    That  she  was  living 
as  late  as  1820  is  revealed  by  the  census  of  that  year,    &he  is 
said  to  have  passed  away  about  1325,  which  would  have  made  her 
at  least  sixty  years   >ld  at  that  time  and  probably  older. 


iZm     Mary  Ellen  Armstrong  to  the  writer  ta'arch  £4,  1937. 
U.     bliss  Armstrong  to  the  writer  Feb.  £9,  1985* 
14.    Mercer  County  (Xy.)  Carriage  Register  1790. 
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It  appears  from  the  census  of  1810  that  iiucy  had  nine  children 
by  ±*enry  Sparrow,  five  boys  and  four  girl*,    Two  of  the  boys 
became  ministers  and  there  is  nothing  but  words  of  commendation 
for  the  wholesome  atmosphere  of  her  home  and  the  integrity  of 
her  children. 15 

The  Shipleys  and  their  kinsmen  came  to  Washington  County,  Ken- 
tucky, from  Mecklenburg  County,  North  Carolina,  where  we  find 
that  Robert  and  Sarah  Shipley  were  established  and  where  they 
continued  to  live  after  their  children  had  emigrated.  Corres- 
pondence from  a  member  of  the  Shipley  family  still  living  near 
the  old  home  definitely  locates  the  Shipley  residence  Ln  North 
Carolina:     "Robert  Mitchell  and  Robert  Sloan  both  of  whom  mar- 
ried Shipleys  lived  near  the  Catawba  River  on  the  Mecklenburg 
side.    The  Berrys  were  m  the  Western  or  Gaston  side  of  the 
river*    All  these  people  were  (earlier)  friends  and  neighbors 
in  Virginia. 

Other  descendants  of  Robert  Sloan  and  his  wife,  Margaret  Ship- 
ley have  preserved  traditions  about  the  Shipley    amily.  A 
great-great-granddaughter  of  Margaret  Shipley  Sloan  Vvho  lives 
in  North  Carolina  not  far  from  where  the  Shipleys  settled  has 
this  to  say  about  the  family:     "The  Shipleys  were  here,  wo  know, 
and  they  kept  coming  and  going  until  after  the  revolution.  A 
few  lingered,  others  went  to  Kentucky.    It  is  known  positively 
that  two  members  of  the  Hanks  family,  Richard  (Dickey)  and  James, 
were  here  and  heads  of  families  ln  1790  -  This  is  proven  by  the 
census.    James  is  supposed,  by  some  to  have  been  the  father  of 
Nancy.t,17 

The  evidence  that  the  residence  of  the  Shipleys  was  in  Mecklen- 
burg County,  North  Carolina,  is  not  based  entirely  on  tradition. 
The  court  records  affirm  the  location  of  the  residence  as  well 
as  the  family  contacts.    On  April  18,1772,  Robert  Shipley  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  from  David  .Accord  and  Annie,  his  wife. 
Edward  Shipley  and  George  Shipley  were  witnesses  to  the  trans- 
action— Robert  Mitchell  also  purchased  land  from  McCord.  Pobert 
Mitchell  sold  the  land  acquired  from  Mc^ord  in  1789. 

With  equal  certainty  the  North  Carolina  colony  of  Shipleys  can 
be  traced  back  to  Bedford  County,  Virginia.    Robert  and  Sarah 
Shipley,  parents  of  the  Shipley  daughters,  left  Bedford  County 
for  North  Carolina  in  1771  as  is  evident  from  records  in  the 
Bedford  County  Court.    Although  we  know  that  Robert's  wife's 


15.  Mercer  County  Tax  Reports.    Kentucky  State  Historical 
Society  Archives. 

16.  Mrs,  Minnie  S.  Paett  to  the  writer  April  87,  1932. 

17.  Mrs.  Puett  to  the  writer  March  £8,  1923» 
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first  name  was  Sarah,  we  do  not  know  her  maiden  name,  and, 
while  we  have  discovered  the  names  of  five  of  their  daughters, 
the  names  of  their  sons  are  not  certainly  known,  although  it 
appears  that  Robert  J.,  Edward  and  George  were  their  children. 

Robert  Shipley *S  name  first  appears  ^>n  the  Virginia  Records  in 
1750  were  it  is   found  on  a  commissioner's  book  in  Lunenburg 
County  as  a  tithable;  indicating  he  was  over  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family,    "llliam  Caldwell  according 
to  the  court  order  was  appointed  to  make  out  the  tax  list  for 
Lunenburg  County  in  the  territory  "from  kittle  Roanoke  up  the 
Fork.*    The  list  contained  among  others  the  names  of  Robert 
Shipley,  Richard  #erry,         Robert  Mitchell.    Richard  Berry 
married  Rachel  Shipley,  daughter  of  Robert  Shipley,  and  Robert 
Mitchell  married  Naomi  Shipley,  Rachel's  sister,  as  Indicated 
earlier  in  this  paper.    It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  John 
Caldwell  was  appointed  administrator  to  the  estate  of  the 
pioneer  Abraham  Lincoln  who  died  in  Kentucky  in  1786,  the 
Caldwells  then  having  moved  to  Washington  dunty,  Kentucky. 

Another  list  giving  the  names  of  those  subject  to  military  call 
in  1758  in  Lunenburg  County  contains  the  name  of  Robert  Shipley 
who  in  1765,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Lunenburg  County. 
Part  of  this  land  was  sold  in  1767,  and  on  April  30,  1771  Robert 
and  his  wife,  Sarah,  sold  the  remaning  164  acres  to  Daniel 
Mitchell.    It  will  be  recalled  that  Naomi  Shipley  married  Robert 
Mitchell  and  that  Richard  Berry's  oldest  son,  John,  married  Ann 
Mitchell. 

On  September  16,  1765  Robert  Shipley  entered  514  acres  of  land 
on  Little  Falling  River  then  in  Lunenburg  County,  but,  with  the 
formation  of  Bedford  County  within  its  boundaries,  the  land  fell 
within  the  newly  organized  county.18    Here  also  lived  the  Mit- 
chells, Berrys,  Hankses,  and  other  families  which  we  find  in 
both  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky  communities  where  thes~  re- 
lated groups  settled. 

When  Campbell  County,  Virginia,  was  cut  off  from  Bedford  County, 
many  of  these  families  found  their  land  within  the  new  county 
ana  the  deed  books  of  the  court  show  land  transact i jns  of  the 
hankses,  Mitchells,  Prewitts,  etc.,  which  proves  that  their  lands 
were  adjacent.    In  Charlotte  County  also  the  Hankses,  Berrys, 
Mitchells,  etc.  are  found  in  the  same  general  eoflroiunity. 


18.    Book  of  Patents,  1764-1767— State  House  Richmond,  Virgin! 
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Just  when  Robert  Shipley  moved  to  Virginia  we  do  not  know  h.,* 

W^f0^  ln.the  Vari0US  Ranches  o?  the  ?am?ly  Se  agreed 
that  be  migrated  to  Virginia  from  Maryland.  19    ih*  Maryl^l 
records  prove  Conclusively  that  the  Rofcert  Shi-ley  o?  P 
County,  Virginia,  was  a  son  of  Robert  SMolev  ^    o?  *5«  if \  a  , 

in  17s>7:     Charles,  Robert,  Ruth  for  Paeh»I\     ffPti,r«  #i*-!«l!it£ 
Sarah,  Lois,  Oeorge  and  WilltMU    The  last  named  sons  £2' 
and  George,  were  made  executors  of  M    lr  f»rh«r««  Jf^. 
significant  to  note  that  the°t*6  yoongest  son2         "SSl*    "  ls 

not  available  for  this  service.  The  migration  of  the  older  L„, 
to  hL»CC?rd  J*?1         f«Aiy  tradition.    Later  on  George  is  till 

It  is  very  fortunate  that  the  births  of  all  nf  rtVinj 
are  recorded  in  the  records  of  Christ  *u.4°  Queen  rarolinf 
Parrish,  as  we  are  able  to  definitely  *.s*e»,li«Wh=  Alf  2 
Robert  Shipley- s  birth  a.,  October  f,^*?    Rot *rt  av  ™. 

e,,!„    *      y.  RoSert  Shipley  far.  was  a  member  of  Christ's  fin™>>> 
Queen  Caroline  Parrish,  and  In  1736  he  held  new  Ko    11      t?  f  ' 

bft'E**?  ^v,?0,6  that  8  n«k»         S  possessor* 

church:  P    7  *aS  a  ■el,ber   ,f  the  flr8t  "f  th« 

to, *H^vSeef-?ie?hln<!  oore  than  fl  coincidence  that  the  Shipley 
anu  Hanks  lamllies  are  found  associated  In  Maryland  Itwt  tiZ* 
they  were  also  in  the  sam«  communities  in  Virginia    Worth  r»™n„ 

toVfS Kan^oH"  ?0t,be  TPrl"in«  "  «  shoUldl ?„S*tPhatBai 
i i       i .. 0f  ^ary1^  «  fiave  an  ancestor  of  President 
Lincoln  although  no  evidence  of  this  connection  Is  available? 

Ms""T«f  h^?^y  SS;»  rfcel'«4  *  tract  of  land  from  the  estate  of 
n  Qi  breat  •    ThLs  l*nd  was  surveyed  in  1724.    la  174  g 


19.    Two  wo.nen,  Mrs.  L.  0.  ..hite  of  Broolcline,  »aas.,  and  Mrs 

Shtnf.; ^ii^  Ve  aJae  umch  orl«1^l  research  work  on  the 
Shipley  and  Hanks  connections  in  Maryland  and  Virginia  and 

the  author  is  greatly  Indebted  to  Shit*    Among  the 

i^Lf^~  yJ;?  ?arylaad         Mrs.  Winchester  Britton,  tfrs 
Marvin  ft •  Shipley  arid  Miss  Araainta  Shipley.'  M  S* 
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Robert  Sold  140  acres  to  Nathan  Barnes  and  two  years  later  be 

sold  the  remaining  100  acres  to  peter  Porter.  The  ^Ider  Shipley 
then  acquired  a  iarg'i  farm  near  Sykesville,  Maryland,  and  it  was 
here  that  he  made  his  home  the  rest  oi  his  life. 

This  brings  us  back  to  the  first  uian,  in  America,  to  whom  the 
Lincoln  branch  of  the  Shipley  family  traeos  its  ancestry-    ft  is 
natae  was  Adam  Shipley  and  ho  settled  in  Maryland  In  1668,,  not 
far  fro®  Annapolis,     in  1661  a  tract  of  land  was  surveyed  for 
hlai  bordering  on  the  Severn  River,     It  consisted  of  200  acres 
and  was  called  "Snipley^  ^hoice." 

Adam's  wife  was  named  Lois  and  she  died  a  widow  in  1725.  How 
many  years  before  this  ^dam  passed  away  is  not  known.  Tradition 
etaiass  there  *ere  nine  sons  and  t*o  daughters  born  to  Adam  and 
Lois  Shipley,    The  name-  of  but  three  of  them  are  known: 
Bichard,  jRobert  and  Lois. 

The  line  of  descent  from  Adam  Shipley  to  Abraham  Lincoln  as  it 
has  now  been  traced  follows* 

©»/  k^coLtJ        #   >5r  Mam  Shipley  and  wife  A>ois  5't 

A/^ne/z/K-  v?  Robert  Shipley  &f?..  and  wife  hiizabeth  ** 

CrtAUT-  *T  ii  Robert  Shipley  Jr,  and  ..lie  Sarah  'V 

L\A>cokwij  I  Lucy  Shipley  and  husband  James  hanks  S 

ffv  /  ^ancy  Hanks  and  husband  Thomas  L  incoln  ^ 

\»tettTWce(\<j-x)  Abraham  Lincoln. 

While  it  appears  that  Abraham  Lincoln  is  a  descendant  of  Adam 

Snipley  of  the  Maryland  branch  of  the  American  Shipieys,  this 
discussion  of  the  Shipley  family  may  properly  conclude  with"" a 
summary  of  the  other  family  groups  and  the  states  wh«re  they 
seem  to  have  originated: 

Massachusetts  Branch  -  John  and  Ann  Shipley  who 
settled  in  oaies  in  1682. 

Pennsylvania  Branch  -  William  and  Eiisabeth  Shipley 
who  lived  at  Springfield,  Delaware  County  as  early  as 

New  Jersey  Branch  -  Samuel  Shipley  who  was  bom  in 
inglan    in  13cl  but  who  did  not  arrive  in  America 
un.iA.  some  years  later, 

Virginia  branch  -  John  and  Mary  Shipley  who  settled 

in  Gloucester  County,  in  1668. 


DAVID  McCORD  (1746)  -  ANN  SHIPLEY  (1746) 


Generation 
I 


David  McCord 
Ann  Shipley 


II  William 

Sarah 

Robert 

John 

David 

Ann 

James 

Rosa 

Mary  (Polly) 

II    Willies  icCord 
Jane  Moore 

III  Anna 

John  M. 
Kizziah 
Polly  (Mary) 
David 
Eliza 

Willi am  Downey 

III    Anna  McCord 

Thomas  Douglas 

IV    Anna  Mc^ord 


[arrlage 
1765 


5/8/1790 


Birth 

1746 
1746 

Oct  5,1766 
1768 
Aug  £,1770 
Sept  8,177S 
Jan  24,1781 
Nov  18,1782 
Apr  5,1785 
1788 
1790 

Oct  5,1768 
Men  15,1769 


Death 


May 
Sept 
Apr 
Oct 

Aug 
July 
July 


6,1795 

8,1795 

15,1798 

2,1801 

1,1806 

£S,18£S 

£e,18£S 


May  o,179l 


July  £4,1810 


1818 
18£8 


June  £9,1824 

Dec  6,  1840 
Jan  6,  1846 
Sjpt  £9,1852 
Aug  2,  1855 
Dec  £8,1872 
1812 
1856 

June  29,1824 
Aug  16,1844 

Aug  8,  1810 
Apr  £3,1808 

Oct  £,1801 
June  £5,1888 
June  14,1878 
June  14,1878 

Aug  8,1810 


TTI    Kizziah  McCord 
John  Summers 

IV  Robert 
Andrew 
Eliza  H. 
4. 
5* 
6. 


Apr  15,1798 

£/£8/1816      Nov  ££,1790 


July  19,1824      Jan  £5,1917 


III    Ulliaa  Downey  McCord 
Theodocia  klder 

IV    Eliza  Jane 
Lucy  Ann 
Emily  Mder 
Franklin 
Charles 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


July  22*1883    June  14,1878 


18£8 


6 


//-  39. 


Mrs.  Scott  Clay  Hanna 
3421  Irving  Avenue  South 
Minneapolis.  Minnesota 


a. 


Mrs.  Scott  Clay  Hanna 
3421  Irving  Avenue  South 
Minneapolis.  Minnesota 


June  17,  1932 


Mr a.  Scott  Clay  Hanna 
3421  Irving  Avenue  South 
Minneapolis.  Minnesota 

I* j  dear  lira.  Barmat 

Tour  letter  reached  me  just  at  the  time  we  are 
planning  to  launch  a  campaign  in  which  we  hope  to  di scorer 
who  were  the  ancestors  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    At  present  we 
fenow  hut  one  of  Ms  three  grand-parents  and  while  there  are 
many  traditlonijl  of  others  from  whom  he  descended,  thers 
seems  to  be  no  documentary  proof  to  support  the  traditions. 

Personally,  I  am  c  nfidert  that  the  Shipley  family 
works  int;  the  story  somewhere,  hut  whether  it  i6  through 
his  maternal  ancestry  or  paternal  ancestry,  or  both,  I  am 
not  rare. 

I  have  quite  a  bit  of  snaterial  on  the  Shipley  family 
and  throtsgh  the  columns  of  Lincoln  Lore,  the  weekly  publica- 
tion of  this  Foundation,  we  are  planning  rather  a  thorough 
discussion  of  the  Lincoln  family  line. 

I  have  always  been  convinced  that  Abraham  Lincoln 

had  good  blood  in  him  and  that  he  ea**e  from  superior 
families. 

I  have  corresponded  with  a  great  many  of  the  Shipley 
groups  and  as  time  goes  on  *1U  "*e?p  you  advised  ss  to  the 
information  we  are  able  to  gather  abcut  this  interesting  p»»ily» 
Enclosed  you  will  please  find  copies  of  Lincoln  Lore  in  which 
you  will  be  interested. 

Tery  sincerely  yours. 


LAW: KB 

^ncls.(4) 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


CAR  TRANSPORTATION,  INC 

Automobile  Transporters 

2239  FORD  ROAD 
SAINT  PAUL,  MINN. 


SCOTT  C.  HANNA,  President 

J.  G.  SEIXWOOD,  Vice  Pres.  and  Treas. 


Telephone 
DEsoto  3646 


i  T.  LOWELL.  Secretary 

&n<iU4  t^^L^  u^^^t^. 


Automobiles     Transported     to     Tour     Door,     Fully  Insured. 
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C.  T.  LOWELL,  Secretary  DEsOtO  3646 


-o 


<jU*^£  f^n^c^J  ^^^^^^  ^  /m  ^ 

/ti^OJc^  c^&zLa^c,  ^^^tuC  £%Z^i  U^^y 


July  10,  1933 


Mrs.  S.  C.  Henna 

2421  Irving  Avenue,  South 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

My  deer  Madam: 

Will  you  please  eccept  ay  thanks  for  y  jut  very 
Interesting  letter  giving  further  data  ebout  the  Shlpleye, 
especially  more  accurate  dries  for  the  birth  end  deeth  of 
Ann  Shipley  McCord. 

A  bulletin  which  will  eppeer  in  the  near  future  will 
give  you  the  information  y  u  desire  ebout  the  Adams  Shipley 
femily.    It  should  eppeer  within  the  next  three  or  four  weeks. 

It  is  a  strange  coincident  indeed  thet  you  should  have 
visited  Ben  Allen  Thome s  end  his  wife  Bestine  Beiley  Thomas 
because  Mr.  Thames  was  a  fraternity  brother  of  mine  at 
Transyl  venial  Kentucky  end  hiw  wife  was  a  friend  of  ay  wife, 
both  of  whom  attended  the  seme  institution. 

There  were  several  Bush  families  in  Kentucky  in  the 
early  days  end  we  are  quite  sure  thet  Christopher  Bush,  the 
father  of  Sarah  Bush,  settled  at  Klizabethtown.    Thank  you 
very  much,  however,  for  this  information. 

Of  course,  we  would  be  delighted  at  any  time  to  have 
further  edvlce  about  the  Ship leys  as  we  hope  to  be  able 
eventually  to  clear  up  Lincoln's  maternal  ancestry. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Birectcr 

IA*:LR  Lincoln  Historical  Beseareh  Foundation 


August  6,  1935 


Mrs.  W.  P.  Moors 
Gastonia,  llorth  Carolina 

My  dear  Mrs.  Moore*  s 

I  have  recently  returned  from  Gaston  County  where 
I  have  been  making  some  researches  with  reference  to  the 
maternity  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    It  has  now  been  well 
established  that  she  came  from  a  rather  fine  family,  that 
there  was  nothing  irregular  about  her  birth  and  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  came  honestly  by  some  of  his  rare  traits 
through  his  mother^  people. 

f eji&ve  discovered  that  the  Shipley s  married  with 
the  Berry s,  the  Sloans,  the  Mitchells  and  MeCords  also 

wriited  with  the  Kanksea. 

I  am  wondering  if  you  have  any  family  history  of 
the  MeCords  which  would  help  us  in  a  further  solution  of 
the  maternity  of  Lincoln  as  it  is  traced  through  these 
families,  especially  to  Lucy  Shipley  who  married  James 
Banks  and  who  is  said  to  have  lived  la 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWiLH 


Director 


Rockville,  Indiana, 
July  23,  1917. 

*ir.  Wm.  M.  Harris, 
Dear  Cousin: 

I  was  so  pleased  to  receive  your  letter.    I  am  glad  you  are  interested  in  our  work. 

>'e  are  very  much  in  love  with  the  work  ourselves.    I  am  sorry  to  say  v.'e  haven't 
been  able  as  yeL  to  collect  enough  material  of  the  kind,    .re  want  to  put  it  in  book 
form  and  print  it.    Y/e  have  quite  a  lot  of  interesting  history  but  the  work  is  so  slow, 
for  different  reasons.  Some  people  don't  answer  letters  because  they  are  just  careless, 
and  are  not  interested.    Some  don't  know  anything  to  tell  us.    V/e  haven't  succeeded  as 
yet  in  getting  just  what  v/e  want  of  the  two  Vincennes  branches  of  the  ilcCord  family,  .e 
have  some  of  their  history  but  not  quite  enough  to  satisfy  us.    I  will  give  you  a  little 
of  the  old  history  we  have  as  you  may  like  to  have  it  even  if  we  haven't  it  in  good 
form  yet. 

During  the  Revolution  we  find  one  David  IlcCord  living  in  llechlinburg  County,  U.C. 
Y/e  have  been  told  he  was  a  native  of  Scotland.    He  was  born  sometime  between  1734  and 
1744.    Y/e  haven't  been  able  to  find  the  exact  date.    The  date  on  the  old  Tombstone  is  so 
badly  marred  v/e  couldn't  be  sure  of  the  date.    It  gives  his  death  as  1806  or  1816,  age 
72  years.    He  was  married  to  Ann  Shipley.    They  had  nine  children. 


1. 

Y/illiam 

(b) 

uct.  5,: 

1766 

(d) 

June  29, 

1824 

2. 

Sarah 

3. 

Robert  (Robin) 

ii 

Aug.  3, 

1770 

n 

Dec.  6, 

1840 

4. 

John 

ii 

Sep.  8, 

1773 

ii 

Jan.    8 , 

1846 

5. 

David 

n 

Jan. 24, 

1781 

ii 



/  fjri 

6. 

Ann 

n 

Nov. 18, 

1782 

ii 

Aug.  2, 

1855 

7. 

James 

ii 

Apr.  5f 

1785 

ti 

Dec. 28, 

1873 

8. 

Rosa 

ii 

about 

1788 

ii 

1812  or 

1813 

9. 

Mary  (Polly) 

it 

"1790 

or  91 

ii 

about 

1836 

David's  family  v/ere  all  born  in  North  Carolina  except  }_ary  who  was  (b)  in 
Kentucky. 

David  was  a  minute  man  in  the  Revolution  and  on  the  morning  of  Jan. 24, 1781,  v/hen 
his  son  David  was  born,  he  was  in  a  battle  within  hearing  distance  of  his  home,  ihis 
David  that  was  born  that  morning  was  your  Great  Grandfather. 

In  1790  David  sold  his  44  acres  of  land  and  taking  his  family  started  to  Kentucky. 
His  son,  William,  and  his  daughter,  Sarah,  married  and  this  trip  was  their  wedding  trip, 
"illian  was  married  May  20,  1790. 

Oscar's  grandfather  (James)  was  5  yrs.  old  v/hen  they  made  the  trip  and  Oscar 
feeard  him  tell  of  the  time  they  had  so  often  that  he  almost  could  believe  he  had  been 
v/ith  them  himself.    They  all  rode  horseback  and  carried  their  goods  on  pack  horses  and 
drove  the  stock.    Just  after  they  passed  the  Cumberland  gap,  the  Indians  (6  in  number) 
attacked  the  old  people  and  children  after  the  young  men  with  the  stock  had  passed. One 
woman  was  scalped  and  her  12  yr.  old  dauhter  v/as  captured  by  the  Indians.  This  woman's 
husband  shot  the  Indian  in  the  leg  as  he  was  scalping  his  wife  and  v/hen  he  was  hurt  his 
friends  picked  him  up  and  left.    The  Indians  gathered  up  the  scattered  pack  animals 
and  this  little  girl  as  they  left.    The  little  girl  who  v/as  a  cousin  of  the  McCord 
children  was  Naomi  Mitchell.    The  Indians  made  her  take  care  of  this  Indian  who  was  shot 


"2-  Letter  of  July  23,  1917 

and  they  told  her  if  he  died,  they  v/ould  kill  her.    They  sold  her  to  the  French  and 

her  brothers  found  her  two  years  after  and  brought  her  home. 

William,  the  son,  v/ho  was  on  his  wedding  trip  was  shot  in  the  right  arm  and  I  have 
been  told  he  had  to  have  his  arm  taken  off.    One  family  we  have  been  told  was  with  the 
party  making  this  trip  was  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  wife,  Mary  Shipley.    Mary  &  Ann 
Shipley  were  sisters,  making  the  McCord  children  &  Thoma3  Lincoln  (father  of  the 
^resident)  1st  cousins.    ,ie  have  found  history  to  show  that  President  Lincoln's  grand- 
mother was  Mary  Shipley.    The  Lincoln  history's  don't  even  mention  that  they  ever. lived 
in  Carolina  but  the  Kentucky  McCords  have  handed  it  down  as  family  history  from  father 
to  son  that  the  Lincoln's  were  of  this  party  and  related  as  I  say.    After  they  all 
arrived  in  Madison  Co.  Kentucky,  David  bought  1000  acres  near  Boone's  Fort  and  lived 
there  as  an  influential  citizen  till  he  died  and  most  of  his  land  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  McCord  family. 

.illiam  stayed  in  Kentucky. 

Sarah  &  Rosa  died  in  Kentucky. 

\lhile  John  &  David  (your  ancestor)  went  to  Vincennes  and  Robert,  James,  Ann 

ond  Mary  came  to  Parke  Co.  (11.77.  of  Terre  iiaute) 

■e  have  some  of  all  the  branches  history  but  not  much  of  the  Vincennes  men.  Does 

your  mother  have  a  bible  with  any  history  in  it? 

David  McCord  married  Dorcas  Roseborough  in  1808.    She  was  born  Apr.  24    1788  Died 
Apr.  7,  1871.    They  had  twelve  children. 

1.  ./illiam  R.                (b)  May  2,  1809  Had  4  children 

2.  Robert                     (b)  About  1810  Had  12  " 

3.  John                          (b)  About  1810  Had  7  or  8  children 

4.  Rhoda      (M)  McClure  -  )  Moved  to  Napa  Cal. 

5.  Margaret  (M)     "  )*""." 

6.  Orpah  Ann  (M)  Sar.'l  Thompson  Had  12  children 

7.  Serelda      (M)  Irwin  H0gue  Had    5  " 

8.  Tirzah       (M)  Garrett  Had    3      "  Had  lived  at  Delphi, Ind, 

9.  Malinda      (ifl  McCord  Had    1  child      "  in  Rockville,  Ind 

10.  Eliza             ^w^^  Had    4  children 

11.  Jane           (?)  Collins    0  ^ad    1  child  Lived  in  Vincennes 

12.  Martha        (M)  Rob't.  Hodgen  of  Had  j^enftS*^ 

Vincennes 

we  have  some  more  history  of  David's  family  but  it  is  to  scattering  to  put  in 
shape. 


What  do  you  know  about  your  Harris  family?    I  have  been  helping  a  man  by  the  narte 
of  Harris  on  some  family  history  and  he  is  after  every  one  he  hears  of.    I  have  some  way 
back  Harris  history  that  1  got  through  him.    The  Harris  family  is  tied  closely  in  some 
places  to  the  McCord  family.    David  &  Ann  Shipley  McCord' s  son  Robert  married  a  Harris 

and  I  have  some  other  history  showing  -.here  they  intermarried. 

1  think  I  had  better  stop  for  this  time.  ..e  hope  to  hear  from  you  again  and  any- 
thing I  have  in  the  way  of  history  that  you  v;ould  like  to  have  I  v/ould  be  glad  to  send 
you.    I  have  the  dates  of  Dorcas  Rosebrough's  father's  family  if  you  would  like  to 


DIED  LAST  WEEK 
IN  NEW  YORK  CITY 


^Former  Member  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  and  Recognized  Rate 
Expert  Was  A  Victim  Of 
Heart  Attack. 


WELL  KNOWN  WOMEN  DIE 

<L  W  La  *  *  -  ,c»il 

MR.  McCHORD 

Charles  Caldw.ell  .McChord,  77,  at- 
torney, formerly  of  Springfield  and 
Twidely  known  as  an  authority  on  rail- 
.jfoad  rates,  died  Wednesday  of  a  heart 
.attack  in  his  room  in  the  Hotel  Plaza 
dn  New  York.  He  had  lived  in  Wash- 
ington for  more  than  twenty-five 
years  and  had  been  in  New  York  since 
•September. 

With  him  at  the  time  of  his  death 
]were  his  daughter,  .Mrs.  Margaret  Mc- 
Chord 'Boyle,  and  granddaughter,  Jo- 
sephine Boyle.  He  also  leaves  '  two 
Tbrothers,  Dr.  R.  C.  McChord,  Leba- 
non, and  John  iMcChord,  with  the  In- 
terstate Commerce  Commission  in 
^Washington. 

Born  in  this  city  December  3,  1859, 
Aa,  son  of  Robert  Caldwell  and  Laura 
Hynes  McChord,  he  was  educated  at 
•Centre  College,  studied  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1882.  His  wife, 
Twho  was  (Miss  Nellie  Grundy,,  preceded 
]him.  in  death  several  years  ago. 

As  a  lawyer  of  repute,  Mr.  McChord 
ibecame  a  member  of  the  Louisville 
:ifirm  of  McChord,  Hines  &  Norman. 
He  was  a  Democrat  and  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission by  Republican  President  Taft, 
.serving  from  1911  to  1926. 

Before  going  to  Louisville  McChord 
Inad  been  Prosecuting  Attorney  of 
"Washington  County  and  had  served 
iin  the  Kentucky  Legislature  and  was 
special  counsel  for  the  State  in  num- 
erous cases  growing  out  of  the  pass- 
age of  the  McChord  Railway  Rate 
.Bill.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Kentucky  Railroad  Commission  and 
arbitrator  on  the  War  Labor  Board. 
During  the  World  War  he  was  a  mem- 
Tber  of  the  Railway  Wage  Commission. 

Mr.  iMcChord  was  a  brother  of  the 
Hate  W.  C.  McChord,  for  many  years 
-«lean  of  the  Springfield  Bar,  and 
"was  prominently  mentioned  as  the 
Democratic  nominee  foitju-vernur  on  j 
.more  than  one  occasion. 


27  Beech  Street 

N.  Arlington,   N.  J. 

Sept.   2,  1946 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Editor  of  Lincoln  Life  Foundation  Bulletin 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  have  been  reading  today  your  bulletin,  No.  214, 
entitled  "Lincoln  Lore"  and  dated  May  15,  1933. 

This  bulletin  was  given  me  last  week  in  ftockville 
Ind. ,   by  Mrs.  Minnie  McCord. 

I  am  interested  because  I  want  to  eastablish,  if 
possible,   some  connection  between  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  the  Shipley s. 

As  a  descendant  of  Ann  Shipley  and  David  McCord 
and  a  high  school  instructor  in  American  history, 
I  want  to  uncover  as  many  clues  as  possible. 

What  I  want  to  ask  you  is  this:     After  12  years, 
what  reactions  can  you  report  from  your  published 
account  of  the  Shipleys  in  Bulletin  214? 

Because  I  travel  about  the  country  some,  perhaps 
I  can  be  on  the  lookout  for  new  date. 


^ery  sincerely  yours 


'enn  McCord 


September  6,  19U6 


Mr.  Glfoxi  McCord 

27  Beech  Street 

Morth  Arlington,  $ev  Jersey 

Deer  Mr.  McCord s 

I  am  delighted  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  one  of 
the  defendants  of  Ann  Shipley  and  David  MoCord  and  am  interested 
in  following  through  on  this  extremely  interesting  genealogicsl 
problem.    I  do  trust  that  if  you  are  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Wayne, 
you  will  pay  me  a  visit,  as  I  have  a  great  many  Shipley  documents 
here  and  especially  some  from  the  McCord  family. 

I  am  taking  occasion  to  enclose  vlth  this  letter  a 
bulletin  vhioh  I  think  will  be  of  help  to  you  in  relation  to 
the  Shipley  ancestry. 

Trusting  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  here 
some  day,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAV  j  IB 
Enc. 


Director 


"the  homelike  hotel" 


NOTED  FOR  GOOD  FOOD 
MODERN  ROOMS  AND 
EXCELLENT  SERVICE 


I  August, 1952. 


Dr . Loui  s  A . Warr  en . 
Lincoln  National  Foundation. 
Fort  Wayne, Ind. 
Dear  Mr . Warren : 

The  serious  illness  of  my 
sister  has  brought  me  to  this  town  where 
I  may  stay  for  an  indefinate  period. Some 
years  ago-you  sent  to  me  certain  numbers 
of  Lincoln  Lore  with  Shipley  and  Lincoln 
genealogy  data  and  also  your  reprint  of 
The  Shipley  Ancestors  of  Lincoln Ts  Mother, 
and  I  have  treasured  this  material  with 
my  deceased  husbands  records  of  his  grand- 
mother Lucinda  He  Cord  Russell-who  descend- 
ed thru  Ann  tShipley (sister  of  Lucy) who  mar- 
ried DavidHof  N.C.and  Ky.) 

The  small  but  good  Library  here  knew 
nothing  of  your  work  when  I  asked  if  you 
had  published  new  data. Do  you  still  have 
copies  of  Lincoln  Lore  of  those  numbers 
dealing  with  Shipley-Hanks -Lincoln  geneal- 
ogy?Or  your  reprints  of  Shipley  Ancestry? 

It  would  be  so  fitting  if  this  little 
Library  could  have  copies. 

This  brings  me  to  some  thing  I  al- 
ways intended  asking  you  when  our  corre- 
spondence was  in  progress  but  over  looked. 

Abraham  Lincoln's  looks  were  and  still 
are  so  frquently  commented  on. The  McCord 
family  of  Rockville,Ind. (David  McCords  of  Ky. 
descendents)were  sure  that  he  inherited  his 
looks  from  the  Shipley s  for  early  ones  of  the 
family  in  Ind . (two  we  know  of  and  one  of  them 
I  saw)bore  a  real  resemblance  to  Lincoln. The 
man  I  speak  of  was  Oscar  McCord, deceased, of 
Rockville.Has  this  thought  been  brought  up 
and  have  you  seen  photographs  giving  a  thought 
as  to  what  branch  of  his  genealogy  he  did  look 


like. Thanking 


you. 

Very  truly  yours,  / 


ftuguet  Tj  \9S* 


lira.  Scott  C.  Banna 
Hotel  Voodvorth,  Xnc. 
Robinson,  Illinois 

My  dear  Hps  .  Banna: 

I  regret  to  say  that  all  of  our  early  iesuee  of  Lincoln 
Lore  and  Lincoln  kinsmen  referring  to  the  Shipley  family 
are  out  of  print. 

le  would  be  interested,  indeed,-  if  someone  could  find 
among  the  McCord  records  acne  further  inf oraation  about 
Lucy  Shipley.     Possibly  soma  old  family  bible  sight  have 
the  names  of  the  ancestors  of  Ann  Shipley.     It  is  very 
important,  indeed,  to  discover  some  documentary  proof 
of  the  relationships  of  these  early  people. 


Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:BS 


Director 


Mr s.Scott  Clay  Hanna. 
Robinson,  Illinois . 


23  August  1952. 


Dr . Loui  s  A . Warr en . 
Fort  ¥ayne , Indiana . 

t>n. 

Dear  Warren: 

1  Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  August  seventh. 

Your  Shipley?wtis  so  veil  assembled, I  learn  with  regret 
of  It  being  out  of  print. 

The  last  paragraph  of  your  letter  is  of  inter- 
est to  ae. I  may  say" that  I  very  much  doubt  if  Bible  re- 
cords of  the  Shipley  family  were  ever  brought  to  Ky.-if 
they  were  it  seems  almost  a  certainty  they  were  lost  as 
most  personal  possessions  were  when  the  Indians  attacked 
the  group  on  their  journey. As  far  as  the  descendants  of 
David  McCord  are  concerned(  one  will  never  be  necessary  to 
'  them  arc!  should  not  be  to'  others  having  seen  available 
documents  and  with  Ann  Shipley  McCord 's  own  son  who  lived 
so  close  to  her, coming  to  Ind.  1828^. Dec. 28, 1873  having 
been  b. April  5,1785  and  his  daughter  Lucinda  b.in  Ky.and 
m.  there.'1  >a»V^?- 

At  no  time  has  any  data  been  found  to  take  away 
the  truth  of  the  family  history  and  there  is  much  to  sup- 
port it. There  were  no  hero  worshipers  in  Mr. Banna's  line 
of  McCord  and  besides  Mr .Lincoln' s  was  a  collaterial  line 
of  Shinley  ancestry  and  a  side  connection. 

1  As  I  knew  the  several  of  the  early  members  of  that 
family  there  were  others  in  it  having  the  same  wonderful 
spirit  as  Mr .Line olns, only  lacking  his  opportunity  to  bring 
it  forth-and  no  Mary  Todd  to  aid  in  the  developement . 

David  McCord  purchased  1500  acres  near  Boone sboro, 
Ky .before  he  and  his  wife  Ann  Shipley, with  large  party  of 
family  and  friends  left  B.C. She  d.on  this  the  original  home- 
stead" in  Ky.age  82  y ps. David ' s  w£.  11  charged  son  James  (myde- 
ceased  husband's  line) to  remain*  the  "Manor  House  with  his 
Mother-  until  her  death". This  son  -Tames  was  born  in  N.C.April 
5,T785-he  did  as  charged  by  his  father  remaining  with  his 
Mother (Ann  Ahiplev  sister  mfLucy  Shipleyjuntil  1828  when  his 
Mother  died. He  m.in  Ky.and  his  family  born  there. Among  them 
his  daughter  Lucinda  McCord  b.I823  Ky.who  m. James  Wakefield 
Russell  who  d.in  #ad. April  29, 1907. Her  father  d . Ind .Dec .28, 
1873. I  married  into  the  family  before  this  fine  old  lady 
passed  on  so  had  the  -privilege  of  knowing  her. The  early 
faroilv  background  and  family  history  mWgWgffiZMM  were  im- 
portant to  her, and  was  related  to  me. The  Shipley  line  thru 
her  grandmother, in  whose  home  she  had  been  born  was  never 
magnified  I  can  assure  you  simply  because  it  was  not  impor- 
tant to  them-they  were  the  part  of  the  family  of  substance 
and  very  busy  with  affairs  of  a  large  family. 

It"  has  been  quite  a  few  years  since  you  were  in- 
troduced to  me  in  By .by  Mrs.Ardery  and  again  Mrs.^anon  but 
I  recall  your  interest  in  history  at  that  time. 

Very  truly  yours  ~  / 


August  29,  1952 


Mrs.  Scott  Clay  Hanoa 
Robinson,  Illinois 

}fy  dear  Mrs*  Hanna: 

I  was  happy  indeed  to  receive  your  interesting  letter  with 
respect  to  the  Shipley  family  and  I  trust  that  any  single  item  that  tie 
family  may  have  preserved  which  would  bear  the  name  of  Lucy  Shipley 
would  be  of  great  importance,   I  have  been  firmly  convinced  for  many 
years  that  Lucy  Shipley  Hanks  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  Shipley 
although  there  is  no  single  document  which  proves  that  facta    That  is 
what  we  very  much  need  and  I  will  be  very  happy  indeed  to  hear  from  you 
if  any  new  evidence  is  available* 

Very  truly  yours, 


XAWsFE 


Director 


